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What is ñHybrid Bluegrassò?

VALL Kentucky bluegrass varieties (cultivars) are 
most likely ñhybridsò

VCrosses between different bluegrass species have 
been looked at in previous years

VKentucky bluegrass is a ñcompilospeciesò, 
meaning it can be crossed with other bluegrass 
species ïand the resulting cross is known as a 
form of Kentucky bluegrass

VParentage is THE important determiner for the 
end-product of bluegrass crosses



Texas bluegrass
(Poa arachnifera Torr.)

X

Kentucky bluegrass
(Poa pratensis L.)

Kentucky bluegrass

Texas bluegrass

Hybrid bluegrass



The first hybrid bluegrass, ôReveilleõ, was 

developed by Texas A&M University
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Hybrid Bluegrass: How Does it 
Measure Up?

ÁQuality and Growth

Color, texture, lateral growth

ÁStress Tolerance

Heat, drought, salt, shade

ÁPest resistance

Diseases, insects

ÁTraffic/wear tolerance



Hybrid Bluegrass Wear/Traffic Tolerance

Research at The Ohio State University, 
comparing 16 species/mixes, 
showed Thermal hybrid bluegrass 
to rank towards the top in wear 
tolerance at 1.5 and 3 inch mowing 
heights (comparable to that of 
other bluegrasses and perennial 
ryegrass)

Many researchers and end-users 
comment on the vigorous and 
extensive rhizome system produced 
by the hybrid bluegrasses




