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Buffalograsses for Colorado

Seeded types

Bowie, Cody, Topgun for better turf

Bison, Sharps Improved, Texoka for 
lower quality turf

Vegetative types (best quality)

Legacy (excellent winterhardiness)

Prestige (good winterhardiness)

Turfallo (winterhardy and good quality)

609, Prairie (marginal winterhardiness; 
use only in south/southeastern CO, 
Grand Junction)



Herbicides Injurious to Buffalograss Turf

PreemergentHerbicides

Å dithiopyr (Dimension)*

Å oryzalin(Surflan)

Å siduron(Tupersan)

PostemergentHerbicides

Å 2,4-D

Å dicamba

Å fenoxaprop-ethyl (Acclaim Extra)

Åmecoprop/MCPP

ÅMSMA

Å sethoxydim(Poast, Vantage)

Å triclopyr (Turflon)

Å triclopyr + 2,4-D (TurflonD)

Å triclopyr + clopyralid(Confront) 



Herbicides Safe for Established 
Buffalograss Turf

Preemergent Herbicides

Åbenefin (Balan)

Åbensulide (Bensulide)

Å isoxaben (Gallery, Portrait)

Åoxadiazon (Ronstar)

Åpendimethalin (many, 
including Pre-M, Scotts 
Crabgrass Preventer/Halts)

Åprodiamine (Barricade)

Å imazapic (Plateau)

Postemergent Herbicides

Åcarfentrazone (Quicksilver)

Åclopyralid (Lontrel)

Å imazapic (Plateau)

Åmetsulfuron (Manor)

Åquinclorac (Drive)

Åsulfosulfuron (Certainty)

Åmesotrione (Tenacity) 
appears safe on established 
buffalograss, but is not 
labeled for buffalograss



Manor (metsulfuron methyl)

lFor use on Kentucky bluegrass, fine fescue 
and buffalograss lawns

lWill damage perennial ryegrass

lLow use rates: 0.125 to 0.5 oz. product/acre

lControls ryegrass, thistle, spurge, oxalis, 
filaree, yarrow, kochia, knotweed, dandelion, 
most legumes

lNufarm Turf and Specialty

http://www.turf.us.nufarm.com/

http://www.turf.us.nufarm.com/


How Can Plateau Be Used?

l Pre-emergent

l Early post-emergent

l Post-emergent

l Effective on annual 

and perennial grassy 

and broadleaf weeds



Plateau-Tolerant Grass Species at 

Seeding

l Big and little 

bluestems

l Indiangrass

l Sideoats and blue 

gramas

l Buffalograss



Plateau-Tolerant Grass Species 

When Established

l Bluestems

l Indiangrass

lNeedlegrass

l Threeawn

l Sandreed

l Blue and sideoats 
grama

l Buffalograss

l Eastern gamagrass



What Does Plateau Cost?

l At 6 oz per acre rate

l $375 per gallon

l $17-18 per acre



Herbicides Safe for Seedling Buffalograss

quinclorac (Drive)

Excellent control of young annual grassy weeds (except 
goosegrass), as well as some annual and perennial broadleaf 
weeds (especially if in seedling stage). Large safety margin.

carfentrazone (Quicksilver)

Excellent and rapid (24 hour) control of seedling broadleaf 
weeds, including purslane and spurge. Will enhance 
effectiveness of quinclorac when applied as a tank mix. Very 
low use rate, but high safety margin.



Quinclorac
(Drive 75DF, Drive XLR8)

l Postemergent (1 lb. product/acre)

Vcrabgrass, foxtail, barnyardgrass (pre-tiller)

Vclovers

Vdandelion (with partner or sequential appl.)

Vspeedwells

Vbindweed

l Good species tolerance (except fine fescues)

l Tank mixes well with other herbicides

l No effect on seed germination

l Avoid use near tomatoes and peppers (Solanaceae)



Homeowner Postemergence Crabgrass Options

Â Ortho product contains 
quinclorac (Drive)

Â Will control most warm-season 
annual grasses, except for 
goosegrass

Â Works fairly quickly

Â Little potential for turf injury

Â Donôt use on fine fescue lawns



Carfentrazone-ethyl
(Quicksilver)

lDisrupts photosynthesis

lGood cool weather performance

l Injury symptoms appear within hours of 
application

lWeeds die in 7-14 days

l Safe on all cool-season species

l Application rate of 4-6 pints product/acre

lOverseeding can be done 2 weeks after 
application

l Safe on seedling turf following 2nd mowing



Speed Zone

Carfentrazone-ethyl

0.62%

2,4-D, 2-ethylhexyl ester

28.57%

Mecoprop-p acid

5.88%

Dicamba, acid

1.71%



Power Zone

Carfentrazone-ethyl

0.48%

MCPA, 2-ethylhxyl ester

41.98%

Mecoprop-p acid

5.39%

Dicamba, acid

2.69%



Dismiss

l Sulfentrazone

l Safe on most cool- and 
warm-season turf 
species

l Excellent for sedge 
control

lGood for annual 
broadleaf weeds

lRapid activity

l Shoot and root uptake



Surge

l Sulfentrazone, with 2,4-D, MCPP, dicamba

l Cool-season grasses and buffalograss

l Water-based amine, low odor

l For weed control when >90 F

l Fast-acting (24-48 hrs)

l Photosynthetic inhibitor

l Dandelion, clover, oxalis, spurge, 

knotweed, plantain



Q4 

l Quinclorac

l Sulfentrazone

l 2,4-D (amine salt)

l Dicamba (amine salt)

l Excellent cool-season turf 

safety

l Controls annual grassy 

weeds and long list of 

annual and perennial 

broadleaf weeds



Certainty (sulfosulfuron) for Selective Poa 

trivialis Control in Bluegrass and Bentgrass

l Used for nutsedge control in south

l Kentucky bluegrass turf

n 0.75  oz. product/acre, or 2 appl. of 0.5 

oz./acre, 3-4 weeks apart

l KBG/rye or KBG/fine fescue, bentgrass

n 2-3 applications at rate of 0.25 oz/acre, 

3-4 weeks apart

n Single 0.5 oz/acre; follow with 

overseeding 3-4 weeks later

l Will ñsuppressò (0.5 oz)/control (0.75 oz) 

tall fescue, quackgrass, Poa annua, clover, 

dandelion, mustards

l Label for bent, rye and KBG tees, fairways, 

roughs, sod farms



Rough bluegrass (Poa trivialis)


